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BRIEFS' 


Leaders  speak  out  on  Jerusalem  decision 


JERUSALEM  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  rapoitt)  —  .U.S.  Presi¬ 
dent  Donald  Trump  fulfilled 
a  campaign  promise  on  Dec. 
6  when  he  formally  recog¬ 
nized  Jerusalem  as  Israel’s 
capital,  a  move  applaud^  by 
Israel’s  defenders  but  con¬ 


demned  around  the  Arab  and 
Muslim  worlds. 

With  the  declaration.  Trump 
also  ordered  the  US.  State  De¬ 
partment  to  begin  preparations 
to  move  the  US.  Itobassy  from 
Tel  Aviv  to  Jerusalem. 

Southern  Baptist  leaders 


expressed  their  views  on  the 
move  by  Trump. 

Former  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  presidents 
Ronnie  Floyd,  who  smved  from 
2014-16  anid  is  senior  pastor  of 
Ooss  Church  in  nortnwestem 

MM  JERUSALEM  on  p.~7 


2  CHURCH  SAFEJY 
^  SEMINAR 


IV'  V‘  lb"" 


MORECOUNTraESOK 
SMIISEX|l^8iU6£  -rv. 
OMIgtRA.  Aastm6a(BP) - 
Assocwtad  lYass  raporis  that 
Auanlia  s  Parhamant  and 
alt  Auaaian  coiat  laat  waak 
tauuoht  leodBad  sama  aaa 
iiMariaga  10  thair  laapactiva 
counties.  joaWiQ  at  laaal  36 
tahar  nabona  atdudng  tha 
U.S  wheia  tha  praoioe  is 
nowaooapMd  Gamymyand 
rAaita  ataojoatad  thajbt  aat- 

lisf  iha  vast,  and  laNvmakam 
in  Citiia  bagan  dabalina  tha 
laaua  last  ntondv  Jlta  Nadv 
adands  Martad  tha  mova 


All  verses 
important 
to  meaning 
of  carols 


NASHVILLE  IBP)  -  Andrew 
Lucius  believes  sin^ng  only 
tte  first  verse  of  fruniliar  car¬ 
ols  could  leave  worshipers 
spiritually  malnourished. 

The  associate  pastor  of  mu- 

and  tw»ahip.at3uil  Street 
Qiurcti  in  Savamah,  Qa.,  is 
urung  churches  not  to  neglect 
subsequent  verses  of  fin¬ 
ite  Chritfmas  hymiu  like  Joy 
to  the  World!,  Silent  Night, 
Hark!  ’The  Herald  Angels  Sing, 
and  O  Come,  AH  Ye  l^hful. 

He  behe^  those  versm 
shape  wordiipers’ souls  and  are 
rich  in  tfaeoiogical  truth  like: 

■  “Son  of  Hod,  love’s  pure 
light." 

■  "Veiled  in  fiesh  the  God¬ 
head  see,  hail  the  incarnate 
deity." 


tswanl  same  sox  mamaga  in 
2000.  Mosaad  by  Balguni 
m2CX)3. 


CAROLS  on  p  6 


IU.ra04iFERSRGHT 

NEWABOfmONUW. 


SPRINGFIELD,  'I  (BP)  -  Op- 
pnr..  rits  cH  an  Minatt  law 
that  mnuiil  atovv  aiala  tund 
mg  ol  aborttcn  on  damand 
fot  ztata  smpleYaas  and 
Madicaid  mopiants  hsMO 
fiM  ‘<vit  After  Ropubkean 
G(w  Bruce  Rauner  signed 
ttw  law  awtier  this  yaar,  tha 
*‘o;e  Soctaty  ted 
suit  on  bahait  o*  10  protila 
,;r-Ttiorw.  t<«  Romen 
CMhc  ::_Oocese  of  Spring- 
m  IT  -•I?  ..-d  etjlit 
state  isgsS'Sor*  ftniw  m 
peyera.  Tha  sure,  a  >vci;r.p 
90  ■peasain  and  enjen".' 
misuse  of  Iw:  doltefs,  po-  ‘ 
0.15  IHinois  cennoi  affc-  ’ 
aby-tiij.'-:?  it  Ha,  r,fT-fr4  ., ;! 

to  Ciwo:  ariO  thi  ■  jtraody 
vn!i'o>!  t.'u:  ''it!-  '  !>:'■  'C  -  I 
budgi  t’. -  .  tH  .  .-Cell 


mBTOSWffUGHTON 
mTBtNET  CENSORSHIP 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Na¬ 
tional  Raligioua  BroadcuteS 
(NRB)  is  drawing  anei|||^S 
to  onlina  oanaorahip  ot  ^ 
Christian  and  conaarvativa 
speech  by  tach  companiea 
such  as  Faoabook.  Twit¬ 
ter.  (soogie.  and  Apple  by 
launching  a  new  mbativs 
caked  Internet  Fiaedom 
Wstch.  The  program  hee 
alreedv  dornimented  speech 
takedowns  by  the  compa¬ 
nies  with  the  ralease  of  a 
chart  at  InlamatFreedotn- 
Watch  org  of  mote  than  30 
inatancss  of  such  irasmec 
canao'Ship  NRB  also  is  ' 
calling  on  Congress  to  hold 
hearings  on  tha  ‘severe 
problem  of  viawpomf  cenaor- 
Ship  on  the  Internet ' 


MbUB  to  Otter  safety  seminars 

Five  training,  sessions  4^31 : 
scheduled  for  January 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special) 
—  With  the  number  of  church- 
invdvrt)  violent  incid  -nts  like 
Sutherland  Springs  skyrock¬ 
eting  around  the  countiy,  the 
Misaissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  is  taking  atepe  to  ensure 
churches  here  are  prepared  if 
such  mril  comes  to  their  doors. 

The  Board  Is  sponsoring 
five  sesaion-s  in  January  fea¬ 
turing  one  of  the  top  chureh 
-nfety  and  seciirih  trainers  in 
tb,  (i.S  —  Fort  Sliermau  Arad- 
.-mv  fr-im  Pi,',et.;r.':i,  '.liTih'- 
(fo;:  il-Tll.  ill 


"Pott  Sierman  Academy 
trains  and  supports  otganiza- 
tions  in  faith-based  security  and 
risk  management.  We  assist  in 
the  furtherance  of  their  mis¬ 
sion  by  training  them  to  better 
avoid,  protect,  and  survive  po¬ 
tential  or  actual  adverw  events 
thi»  allowiim  them  to  reach  ev¬ 
ery  comer  o/the  globe;'  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  academy’s  web  site. 

TTk-  day-long  semiisarv  are 
•-.  heduled  from  <j  a.m  t  p  m. 
!i  Ih'  Mlfiwing  Iwntiiiav 

■  r;;  .1,1-  li.i:-  '>  , 

-t  i'.ap'i't  ; 


■  Hattiesburg:  Januaiv  9  at 
Main  Street  Baptist  Church. 

■  Bateeville:  January  22  at 
First  Baptist  Church. 

■  Tupelo:  January  23  at  Har¬ 
risburg  Baptist  Church. 

■  Byr^:  Janu^'  24  at 
Countiy  Woods  Baptist  Church 

Registration  is  $25  per  per¬ 
son  and  includes  handout:; 
and  other  materials.  Lunch 
is. also  included.  Seating  is 
limited  to  150  peiiple  at  each 
venue  with  a  maximum  of  fi'  • 
people  per  church,  vr»  carK 
remstration  encouragetl 

To  register,  '.•is'o  mbcb.otv 
Fot  more  inform.,! ion,  i-miiici 
Sandy  B»'!l  at  six''.-  ■  mb-ib  't'- 
I'civjihonc;  'hill  ->1,'- . 
’.■■■11  tr----  i-ui-iit*  vt' s  t-SO'i. 


Guest  opinion 

with  Anthony  Jordan 


pte  company’s  s!^ess 

Team  members  at  t^nMijin, 


owltniynrtbemnpletotoepthejoyin  ^tfthereaivaiwreskieittswfaohaveno 
QymMMAaioMepfpeiceinthtiiifat  ^  your  ctildit®  make  canka^ 
ottbeietatlMnii.  but  bete  are  some  ideat:  "V^gifts  to  give  them.  tUce  the  time  to 

^  let  )uur  duldien  share  their  love 

LMdiaaiyilMI  "'•ft  the  dderly  and  give  the  gito, 

,1^^^  _  .  Thye aw  pnjbabty  some  people  in 

^OoMMergiviqpyourlaig^-priced  yow^t*^  or  dtwn  the  street  >(4io  would 

to  honor  One  whose  biiAd^  we  Moefit  from  such  kindness.  Gtandjarents 

celebrate  ami  m^  it  a  frmay  you  wo^aJongside  your  children  and 

aSKSSSSI'SEtS;^ 

’*5''^®  your  children's  hearts  as  the\ 

Jew.  You  might  evci^  them  to  consider  seethedMferenoeiuchsmallactsofkind- 
yrong  less  so  your  family  can  give  mow.  can  mean  to  someone  who  jslonelv 

^inere  are  several  places  whm  these 
ginscanbegiventobonorJe8us.Iwould  os.-- 
wggestthatoneofthebestplacestogive  “•WImie 
dunng  the  hqlk^htotte  Lottie  Moon  Vee,  I  know,  these  acts  of  kindness  and 

low  win  take  time,  which  «  exactly  what 
giving  to  die  Lottie  Moon  you  don't  have  in  the  hustle  Md^stl^f 

■^grtjwdnireh  ^  to  international  *  worth  more  than  you  can  imagine  to  the 

p~p>'>«i>i«-G«tcrstrartod;- 
^Opportumtyyouhavetodemoastrate 
“««>dousles«^ofthe^^ 
return  in  places  and  generous  greing  to  your  family 

u  .  _  ,  i  ^  ^^*^*™y».w^)Bua<!ttobless.in 

Help  peopla  M  NMd  ^e»4  you  and  your  family  win  be 

the  grocery  store  or  go  through  yourfood  more  j<^  over  your 

AodttioMDy,  unoM  tbc  many  av- 


BSptistRecord 


M»,vaeiiu.;  .•  chriitijin 
^»ie  ;llt4u*  is  way  Chiek- 
.lO.  ■:  inoie  l-..‘^-ness during 
■  ,  .w^k  'ban  McOod- 
^ m  sey  cn  davs,  and 
‘i  J  possib^  ixplafr  why  turn- 

^'rtiiDg  Ch^ei.|n,A  emninv. 


Dsns  Hchsntnn 
■ric/wotanAiiM  arp 

CtresMssMssattr 

AmvMaiH.y 
•nma>yf>riM)  ^ 


toW-ji  Srra  Scotha,*- 
L«cv‘  i' 


!  .-wog  Chieh-fil-A  employ¬ 
ee  if.  oae  third  of  the  industry 
aversgfc  (Source:  SAS  Businc' 
Analysis). 

.  Or  maybe  if  -  simply  the  Mess¬ 
ing  that .  .PCS  from  the  St:.ic- 
mem  of  Purpose  practiceti  by  the 
^g-“- ;  - -i*7^business  -laj:  To 
dorr;-  -  ,od  by  beiip  «  ("•hfci 
''  '■  ■  .’  =t  .<!*  that  ui  entrupiv^  to 


Worr^vd 


Of-  -  ' 

cflirerA 

yil/i; 


ysjsnlW, 


aj^isT^ 


T-4'  •  '(;jfsi3fR  4Q  • 

.  1  .>•  1  ■^1. .-s  f, .  •* 


5i/fadiii 


Picernher  14^  20/7  THf  Baimist  RfftMui 


promotes  altering  of  Lord's  Prayer 


VATI^aTYW-njepope 
Of  the  Romm  Cadicdic  Cbuzcfa 
everted  a  adr  %vfaen  he  sogBest- 
ed  recently  that  a  ohraae  mthe 
lixtfa  Prayer  could  be  chained 

to  better  rdBect  hs  meazuniL 


that  ^ead  U6  not  into  temptation* 
»  a  jtoor  tranaiatkM)  of  a  fiaxKMv 
™  frofp  the  Lord's  Pimr  has 
seneraied  (fiacusaioo  or  Bible 
pvelation  and  the  dtfoences 

pehireen  Proteatant  and  Catholic 
Ktiefii  about  Sernmne. 

R.  Afiiert  M^ler  Jr^  nregj- 
dert  of  Southern  ^ 
Sominaiy  in  Lou-  ■^■^■1 
»vi]^  ky^  and 

Testament  and  !&  JL  T 
Greek  at  Pouto- 
eastern  Seminarv  k 


intotemi 


("T*®dT  in  the  first  part  ofMat- 
thew  6:13  “clearly  involves  God 
as  an  actor  and  not  just  as  a 
prev^er  ct  action,’  observed 
?  loogtime  student  of 
Catholic  theology. 

The  %vord  commonly  trans- 
iated  “temptation"  (peiras- 
tnos).  “actually  means  either 
temptation  or  testing"  and  ref¬ 
erences  the  type  of  activitv  Job 
experienced  in  the  Old  festa- 
*ncnt  and  that  Jesus  experi¬ 
enced  in  tire  wilderness  —  Vilh 
i^der  God's  sovereign  permis¬ 
sion,  MoUer  stressed. 

Francis'  latest  comments 

c  i-^fd's  Prayer  were  not 
the  first  time  this  pope  has  set 
forth  controversial  doctrinal 
views.  In  October,  he  appeared 
to  contra^rt  the  Catholic 
Cnurch  s  official  teaching  when 
he  suggested  capital  punish¬ 
ment  Ls  always  immoral. 

On  a  previous  occasion,  he 
srem^  to  suwest  the  Catholic 
t^urch  should  revise  its  prohi¬ 
bition  of  granting  communion 
to  diyoroed  and  remarried  peo¬ 
ple.  He  aim  has  asked,  “Wio 
^  I  to  judge*  individuals  who 
identilv  as  homosexual 

Metkie  tidd  Baptist  Press  that 
altbough  it  is  possible  the  pope's 
interpretation  of  MattheH-  6;  13  is 
inaccurate,  lis  interpretation  is 
not  new  and  is  affin.ned  many 
leading  evangelical  scholars. 

'The  Bible  is  clear  that  God 


in  Wake  Forest,  ^ 

N.C,  both  ^  MOMLER 

the  pope  made  a  good  theological 
potntmdeiqiingGodtempIshu- 
maw  to  sin  -  but  Mohier  called  it 
almost  breathtaking'  that  Ftan- 

ps  would  suggest  revising  a  time- 
bonored  Bible  translation. 

Meikle  said  the  traditional 
translation  is  “a 
fiur  rendering  of 
the  Greek  text" 
but  noted  that  a  I 


1^  literal  trans¬ 
lation,  sh^ly 
different  hires 
than  the  pope 


»*OPE  FRANCIS 

does  test  His  people  fie  their  good 

t*'*'  Oeo  22:1;  Dei»  8:2; 
Matt  4:iX“  Merkle  .said  in  writ¬ 
ten  comments.  “Yet.  it  Is  contrarv 
to  His  nature  to  tempt  belicwis 
to  sin.  Consequently,  the  literal 
tran.slatinn  of  this  verse  may  mS 
he  the  best,  especially  if  many  are 
prone  to  misunderstand  it. 

Perhaps  that  is  wh>  some 
modern  F.nglish  versions  hove 


offered  alternative  readings 
The  New  lotematioiul  .JKead 
er  s  Version  (NIrV)  translate.- 
the  phra.se,  'Keep  us  from 
falling  into  sin  when  we  are 
tempted.'  SimHartv,  the  Neu 
living  Translation  fNLI') 
renders  it:  'And  don't  let  us 
yield  to  temptation,'*  Merkle 
said,  referencing  two  dvnaiiiie 
equivalence  translations. 


Evangelism  Task  Force  gathers  at  Southwestern 


Task  Force  met  IHv.  5  to  with  hamionv 
stwre  reconmreiuidtions  that  anvwlierc  in  th 
will  be  coasidered  for  a  final  i  '  'J 
report  to  the  .Southern  Baptist  t  hrest  “h^sid 

Uunmtion's  2018  annual  meet 
ing  in  Dallas. 

fhe  task  fijice  galheied  on  the 
campus  of  Sixithwestem  Si-mo 
naij'  in  Ft.  Worth  for  the  mcoikI 
of  three  s<h«tuled  meeriiiip.  ' 

President  Steve  Gaint-s.  senior  _ 

p^or  ot  lleUevue  Chureli  in  sub-  tlic  v^ill  the  (iisrihi-'  tiani'  u' 
iirhan  .Mi-niphis,  apis.im.d  the  their  stvond  m.s-ling  u.  N-g'.,, 

"'■''nulalmg  rc  omim-iulition- 
mertmg  m  .iune  to  fi.  us  on  Ikiw  rlml  will  •■veiitii.iilv  l«  .-.mip-i.-.' 
Soutliern  B;iplis-ts  iniv.tit  he  more  .uid  n-vi-a-d  into  -1,  i,  ■  ■„,ri 
ett<jetivciniH’rvimiis..iil  -.inniia  'h«'  nviTiiion 


with  harmony  si-kkaii  exhibitisl 
anv-wliere  in  tlie  ivimmon  i.iiisi- 
of  leaching  men  and  wtmien  for 
t'hruit.’he  said. 

“VVatehing  tht-se  men  vvork 
evokeil  the  strongest  hojs- 
1  have  had  for  the  hittire  le 
.Southern  Ikiptist.s  ■ 

Having  utili,:<sl  iheu  lirsi 
meeting  in  August  n.  -tiidv 
evangelism  and  praverfiillv  -«s-k 


IN  PRAYER  Menih*‘rs  -el  rt>e  Scertte 

evafuielisni  t  isl  V-rro  sustid  t  pr.,_-  ;  : 
.Soi.T(-v-,i  s!eril  ,.-r  in.il  ,  *e  T:  '.V,  -  O'  (e. 


ChifcuM  U  fined  with  food ...  fiin 
»■  “uitoifoiiB ...  fiunify 

OPPOETUNI- 
iiw  ^advice and enoourageiaent 
».  don^  aiaa  them.  Someone  once  aaid 

opportunity  knocka,  btrt  h  doean’t 
knock  the  door  down.  Thia  CSuistSaa* - 

stay  alert  to  opportunities  diat  miglw 

coTO  your  way  and  aak  God  to 
spiritual  discernment  to  see  a^knew 
the  opportunities  that  you  need  to  grab. 

Think  about  It  What  would  have 
happe^  if  the  sfaepheids  had  iiiat 
yawi^  and  gone  to  sleep  after  the 

MOW  sad  to 

tnink  abotit  them  misirity  life’s  gmat- 
M  opiwituniW  —  that  otcaminc  to  tee 
Whst  ime  wise  men.  a  fertfaer 


I  am  ibrever  bleseed  we  did  not  miss 

^  we  ran*- are  able  to  know  or  calcu¬ 
late  these  thhi^  it  was  my  dad’s  last 
ChTOTBas  with  us  and  we  were  there 
and  the  memories  are  forever.  In  the 
^ly ^rt  of  the  next  spring  my  da<i 
mough  still  a  TOung  man,  was  gone 
TOm  this  earth  and home  in  w  Fa¬ 
ther  sbcHise. 

UppUng  back  on  that  airistma.s 
and  the  cmniTtunity  we  took  to  change 

events  a  httle  bit  so  vre  cotild  be  with 

myparms  it  will  forever  be  a  bless- 
•  W“5{i'oyfen»ily’slive8.YouandI 

Christmas  Opportunities 

°«^f®"*«ytotouchSeirlivesorbe 

HaeemsHke  only  yesterday,  but  ft  captured  by  and  maybe 

has  been  over  forty  years  limy  a  Oinstmas  opportunity.  ^ 

paaaedaivay.  White  through  the  tw  ^?*'**“®*^“  the  shmiherdsaDdere^or  the 

m^Ireniiiu^i^^^{|;S«i.l  ,  wm  dcrfng  arouni  theHe^T 


^rts.  tgacsthrt  iiracMr-ln 

CoaveatHM  Saar# 


story  of  the  birth  testis  ia  filled  with 
Uirtitmai  mportunities  that  were  seen 

acooprf  up  and  are  celebrated  to 

thiB  very  day. 

No  doubt  that  during  tfaeae  days  you 

^  have  an  opportunity  to  write  a  mite 

to  someo^  go  to  a  Chiiitinas  worship 
ahare  a  special 
gift,  a  check  to  your  church,  go 
^ling,  caU  someoDe  with  whom^ 
in  years  to  mend  a  bro¬ 
ken  relattonship.  share  a  meal,  or  put 
s^  moi^  in  the  kettle  at  the  maU 
are  thousands  of  opportunities 

may  iwyou  mnY  participate  m  every 
one  of  them,  don't  miaa  the  ones  toward 


Church  security:  Plans  must 
first  include  risk 


OBITUARIES 


si^lnteniational  Merle  Walley  Courtney 
miasioiiary  of  TTiomasviDe:  ^  fol^^ 
■n  ttv^er^ii  distant  editor  of  The 

Mextean  vil-  ®*P*i**  Anford  ia  the  late 

1^  died  Dec.  J  ®®d  Oecembtt  5  at 

5  from  ag-  ^  ■  “**  ,  92-  Born  August 

Ctvmlg  brimi  m  ^  Greene  County, 

•****2-  The  il  Oie  wife  of  Mis- 

hxhaia  native  sissippi  and  Georgia  pas- 

#8  years  ^  Rutlecfee  E.  Co’utney 

oWL  Wood  *000  precede  her  in  drath. 

»ws  appointed  Su®  gi^uated  from  Mis- 

00  U5,  aoo<.  supported  S5*“|£P*  College  in  1947. 

by  his  home  chtnen.  Bill-  Survivors  include  dangbter 
jw  Church  in  Arden,  NjC.  ^  »on-in-law  Becky  and 
whOe  on  the  mtesion  field  R*«iiey  of  Albany,  Ga  • 
j  *ree  chfl-  •«»*  »nd  daughters-in-law! 

Wood  abived  to  learn  and  Stephanie  Court¬ 
is  ^  ■ud  Mark  and  Ttacy 

•nd^psd  B^  stones.  He  Courtney  of  TTioniasvUte 

;  B^^udehUdren;  and 

mmany  pe^teptn^  •”  eleven  great-graiidchildren 
chil^  Jerod,  -  Home  of  Thomasville  Oa 
n  “«>**•  Family  and  frie^ 


assessment 


nununiz' 


develop’ a  stroM  church  aecu-  that 

Froh.hitttefe^;^.ig^ 

■  z-^***?  M  crime  Crendt  and  then  rate  our  *  Wgfr*crime  or  4  lowcrime  area?  Are 

^‘“'^^™uow  — nothii^  IthmteallvirfiMoB  ^S^,**f.^“'‘?Modial  parent  takes  a  child  out 
prevent  or  deter  crime!**^  Stleth.ty^^'JS 


MS.r^  udio 


*  ba^^Kwi  ,  f  Profcoiiooal  Audio.  Vide...  A  I 

(  hurch.  C  onfereoce.  R  00m.  School 

ERuipm««  -IcA  wr  *c  «*1  imuitaiioo 

TNwper  Hales  po.  Bok  1 575 

•"'^.-Wimiwidiollc.com  Cliiiani.  MS  M 


two  at  more  iM 
therisklaipra 

AMt  tranafi 
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encouraged  after  hearing 

He  «e™.ra..  if  he  w,..,M  .  ® 


general,  if  he  would  disavow  the 
-.2  statement  of  a  state  civil  tor 
rights  commissioner  who  said 
■■■  ‘  justice’s  words,  “free- 
reli^on  used  to  justify 
inauon  is  a  despicable  the  men. 
metonc."  “rsTiini 

!r  dMavowed  the  remark.  LooV  I 

inMrTV'  _  ^ 


I  ends  in  SoSediakSriLt^ 

9oifi  «e  wcofling  cflkcs.  Ow 

»i«.  B  Hie  commission  also  ocxleiwi  r  ’ 
m  him  to  reeducate  his  employees  in°’the 

SSSiS?"^- 

Philhps  appealed,  the  and 

Colorado  Court  of  AiSSkunheld  sdor 

tltt  commission’s  *1^  toteance  is  essential 

Colorado  Supreme  Court  d^uSd  “* 

m  2016  to  review  the  (kvisinn  "•®®n“i8nu  when  it  s  mutu¬ 
um.  SuS^S?Xoci  •«"«»»»»  the  .state  in 

%or.do-.  ’’as  .,SStS?‘b?S.',5*££ 

CAROLS 

I  com.  from  p.  1 

■ ‘Word  of  the  Father,  novtii 
tlesh  appearing.  ■ 

Scott  Amo], 
associate  pro- 
fessor  of- church  g 
music  at  South- 
western  Semi-  | 

Worth,  told  Bap- 
tist  Press,  ‘If  you  | 
skip  a  stanza,  4^101  * 

you’re  missing  a 
chunk  of  the  narrative," 

"niird  ^anzas  of  hymns  gen¬ 
ially  tend  to  be  the  narram«’s 
chm^  followed  by  fourth  stan- 
1“  mat  ot^iide  the  author’s 
line  of  thinking,  be  noted.  "It’s 
ironic  that  we  often  skip  that 
third  stanza,"  he  said. 

Oto  reason  churches  tend 
to  eliminate  theologically-ricb 
verses  from  Christmas  hymns 
may  be  that  worshipers 


n«ional  legal  difec- 
r  - - doiK  the  homosexu¬ 

al  couple,  who  said  Phillips’  re¬ 
fusal  to  design  a  cake  was^sed 
?i!l  mf  ^mosesuai  identify  of 

"SC  [Phillips) -says, 
ave  nothing  against 
gay  people.  Kennedy  saia  "He 
But  I  just  don’t  think  they 
shoidd  have  a  marriage  because 
that  s  contrary  to  mv  beliefe  ” 

_  In  response.  Cole  contended 
there  s  no  question  that  identify 
“scnmmation  is  involved  here 
uT’  only  thing 

the  baker  knew  was  the  ldenti^■ 
ot  the  people"  involved. 

.  Kenne^-  disagreed,  .saving, 

issue  with  an  “*«"»**>•■  It’s  What 

is-toe  withan  th^  re  doing...  Your  identftv 

.  - 0,  thiiv^isjusttoofedle.’* 


,  umi.  lilttlTiHe 

B  betiwecn  only  a  male  and  ate- 

mat  He  told  the  couple  he  would 

^^.^sen  them  an  other 

After  the  a_i _  provided 


discern 


storten«^,„«i  """for  humanity. 

di.s'Jrfc"/  - 

u.S'fs;  •’“Hk 

middle  verses  1  Nashville  and  a  3 

may  be  skip|i?d  Mis.si.s-  •• 

in  ChristiC  i'^S'  "">rshm  ,  i 

carols  and  other  W  ,1  ^ 

hymns  because  W  ■  (A 

they  tend  to  men-  2^<i°ve{^"of  BORLAND 

Uon  sin  and  de-  w^i-iea  ver^  ot 

pravity,  whereas  LUCIUS  hv-mns  that  tend 

^  and  lart  stanzas  often  ma- 

jor  on  happier  topics.  wf'Ti  “  Plannuig  v«>r- 

RrSanS^SSas  also  are  ^^rstanS  they 

easier  for  musicians  to  read  he-  ”™r"r  “  almost  inli- 

ca^tbe^rdsare.ne^rtot^ 


A  retrea^t  to  help  stude 
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WESTWOOD  BAPTIST 
SEEKING  BI-VOCATOHAL 
OF  TOUTH  jeod  nisiifn^s  Ic 
««Wftiyna( com  t.74 

^  '■  ■  MS  3Q'‘ 


CHURCH 

MIWSTER 


Clue:  H  -  1. 

Hauefitn  with  cryputgraphy  and  exrmsi 
'  •'•■■..  ledge.  A  King  James  vVrsion  Rihle  i 
eWed  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  leti 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
last  week's  puzzle:  Acts  9  .5 

By  Charles  Marx.  IS32. 2004.0  2005 
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BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

Th«  BCV  employs  Christian,  missloa-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparenti.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  intejrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff.  J 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  doty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy.  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on-duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseoa  rents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health.  They 'must  be  cooperative  and  com- 
forublc  working  in  a  team  environment 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  c^nuct 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvHlage.com  or  601-922- 
2242 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 


■B  we  ttavd  through  the  book  of  enabled  the  discqjleg  to  boldly  speak  trvdL  When  Ae  dsciples  refused  tiie  acco-  continue  in  the  bith  and  by  tefiin 

*0  not  see  it  as  btstoiy  but  When  vwe  are  faced  with  dhisioa.  «i«  can  lades,  and  stated  that  on^dirou|h  die  one  'It  is  neoessaiy  to  m  throu^  mat 
ttaining  manual  for  die  cnjidi.  caB  upon  the  ^drit’s  power  to  b^  tiueGodvi«rediesediingsdoiie,diepeople  ships  to  enter  the  kingdoai  of  Got 
what  the  discniles  did  intebo^  us.  Paul  and  Ban^ias  eventually  left  loo-  turned  against  them.  Th^  along  with  Jews  ben  that  Paul  gives  us  t^  seooi 
orbed,  so  we  do  not  need  to  rein-  nium  and  traveled  to  lystra  and  continued  dom  hxmum  and  Aotiocfa  intensified  the  lesson  in  thulduig  the  kiiigdom; 
vhed.'Ite  struggles  they  had  and  to  preach.  When  we  rek  on  die  Hoty  Spirit,  dissentionwfaidi  led  to  the  3id  tactic  of  the  are  t»  spread  ftir  goapd  we  n 
d  can  seme  as  encouragement  to  chwsion  will  not  deter  the  message.  enemy:  The  threat  of  death!  ready  to  ardSer  ftirllw  tpnapc! 

heed  with  amilaisituaDbns.  Since  causing  tfiviaion  did  not  work,  the  Suie^  the  direat  tf  death  would  end  said  much  theaame  thing  when  He 

ate  leseons  to  be  learned  next  plot  was  usiiuc  pridhe.  The  Ho^- Spirit  the  menace  of  Cfaristiamty,  but  satan  is  a  anyonewMildoome  after  me,  let  h 
I  hook,  the  first,  we  learned  last  had  ensliled  the  ciaciples  to  heal  a  lame  slow  learner,  ft  kSIing  Jesus  didn’t  iwirk  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  daily 
w  cnrdcuvor  we  make  for  the  man  in  Lystra  and  upon  seeiiig  this  mira-  then  nefther  would  dratfa  threats  stop  the  low  mal  Ijfte  9:23  (ESV) 

B  wat  be  led  fay  the  Hofo  de,  the  peo-  airead  of  the  Follou**  Jeau^  and  doing  H 

liis  if  bcpww  tfaere  b  pie  to  ^  here  on  nK)re  than 

rwhovtftrytoatoporatleastdis-  worship  the  though  Paul  sire  or  obligatiai.  It  reouim  tte 

was  stoned  and  empowering  of  the  Spirit  of  ( 
and  left  for  an  enduring  in  hardships.  What 
dead,  be  got  as  the  churdi  was  birth^  was  a 
went  ing  power  to  accomplidi  great  tb 

intothetown,  the  Idngdom.  Neither  divKion,  pi 


Explore  the  Bil 

wiOi  Cyndi  Grace' 


study  this  week,  the  disciples’  what  Christ  promis^  They  allowed 
inces  appeared  bleak  As  soon  their  fear  to  dk^te  their  response.^^This 
xmed  to  process  what  was  tak-  is  why  Chri^  said  to  thtm  in  4^0,  'Wlw 
another  wave  crashed  down  are  you  afraid?  Do  you  still  have  no  faith'r 
Can  you  rdate?  Their  faith  vras  Fear  can  make  you  do  strange  and  ’utu^ 
g,  the  boat  was  sinking,  the  wind  nal  things.  The  most  tragic  is  forgetling 
ui^  and  Jesus  was-.^iappingl  the  promises  of  our  Lord.  £ven  beater,  we 
'  \^n  I  was  a  kid  I  coiJd  not  have  the  presence  of  Christ  within  us  no 
md  why  my  patents  or  grandpar-  matter  what  we  are  facing 

«d.  These  dt^l  start  ttevdream-  After  Jesus  commanded  the  .sti^  to 
ing  aKiut  my  cease,  do  you  notice  He  did  not  give  an 
Sunday  at-  explanation  as  to  the  oower  or  purpose  of 
‘  terrexin  nap  the  storm?  He  did  not^ve  to.  In  the  same 
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blessiixi;  «)n  .\nK*rira,  fii)r  Scnf>* 
hirt*  ^aN>  (>h1  blovvev  thf>si*  v\nf) 
Israel'  said  Kl'jyd.  uix'  .dv* 
M*rv*'Na'Apn*Md(‘nl  ofthe  National! 
l^a>  of  Pr.iv^  r  I'ask  l  ortr. 
iir.ibam  -aid  .in  a 

.1  (  jir.-tiani.  !'in  sraiofu! 
\,  •  i  s  plaMni;  a 


Frank  S.  Past’, 
called  the  '  nxny. 

'anotlk'r  ^^lap  in  ^  1 

iJk*  fact*  to.  nik>'  ‘ 
tiiiiaas.’*  - 

Kno^^) ;!>*  Man- 
d«it(»rv  r».ile>tiiK‘ 
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Arkansas,  and  Jack  Urahani. 
who  served  firam  2002-03  and 
is  senior  pastor  of  Prestonwixxi 
Church  m  sulsitban  Dallav 
were  among  those  to  (elebr,)!i' 
Trump's  proclamation. 

Jamal  Bishani.  an  .Ani''  I'- 
neU  is  a  Kaplist  inJ  .i  .::id 
served  on  the  Multietnim  VKi 
locy  Cmuicii  apimint.sl  '.n  ; 

^  Southern  Hiiprte  ComiT,.''.n 
l^ulive  1’ommilt‘s  l’r.*,ii;-.v 
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FAMI  mVGK  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  rscantly  took  theif  2nd  ihroogh  6th  to  a  fa* 

harwat  maza.  ShO¥vn  atm  aotna  of  tha  participants.  Jay  Andarson.  pastor 

Tha  youth  aitd  childran  of 
CALVARY  CHURCH. 
VICKSBURG,  parformad  a 
Chriatmaa  program.  Tha  Colors 
of  Christmas. 


In  other  Church 
News: 

>  Oaktiala  Church.  Bratv 
don.  is  presenting  the  Christ' 
mas  musical  The  Greatest 
Story  Ever  Toid  by  Dennis  and 
Nan  Allen  Dec.  17, 6:15  pjn. 


vis  amsA  as  sttschmami  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  twalsd  through  tha  postal 
aarvlea  vvM  not  ba  accaptad.  Phosographs 
mual  tM  ciaar,  sharp,  and  wa<  lighlod  PhcSo- 
graphs  iTKat  dspici  paopla.  No  landscape,  twild- 
ing-,  or  ofafactonly  photographs  wd  ba  ptiraad. 
Photographs  coraaming  itMppropnata  gasbaat 
arid  obtactRxiabIs  dothmg  Mdl  not  ba  pubkahad 
CaM  phona  photographs  stkI  olhsr  lovr  tatofubon 
ilams  •«!  do  not  raproduca  wral  on  nawsprim 
ara  ganaraty  nor  pubkahabie 

Thata  is  no  guararsse  that  nawrt  rtams  and/ 
or  photographs  %wd  ba  pubinhsd.  and  unaoticilod 
matshat  wd  not  ba  scknowtodgad  or  ratumed 
Al  nows  itama  ara  aubjact  to  adibng.  and  al 
photographs  ara  tubfad  to  croppaig  Naws  itams 
and/or  photographs  can  ba  pubkahad  ona  tnie 
only  Otadkria  for  submitting  nsww  a  orte  weak 
prior  to  raquestad  publication  data  Articlas  that 
are  not  dateaarailiva  vmII  ba  pubkthad  on  a 
spacrevailabla  basis.  Thaaa  guidalinet  art  not 
maam  to  be  axhou»tiv<- 

Submit  navi.  ■.  to  The  Baptist  Hscord.  PO  Bo* 
630.  JaiMrm.  M?  T9206/»30  FAX  (601)  292 
3330  E-m-a  t  .  ‘  i  Tdrtmbcbotg 


Sabmission  Guidelines 

The  Bapdtt  Racoid  is  ptsased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  spacisf  awtrss  ihst 
taks  placo  in  oooparatrrig  churchaa  of  tha 
Missiasaipi  Baptist  Corwendon.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  dapciing  banafilB  arid 
aglhritiat  tor  aacuiar  or  oulaMa  orgamabona 
^  not  ba  pubkthad 

Piafarrad  malhod:  nsws  may  ba  stdrmittad 
aiscironicaRy  to  the  email  artdrass  batow.  and 
muet  ba  indudad  in  tha  masaaga  aagmate  <d 
an  email  fomi.  Sacbndwy  miltiort:  nayvt  may 
ba  typawritlan  or  neatly  pnnted  on  S  1/2  by 
tl-kich  papar  and  malM  Ak  articlaa  must  ba 
raoaivad  in  writing:  rio  articlas  will  ba  accaptad 
owar  ttio  tsiaphont  Due  to  avfrpratsm  virus 
threats  im  text  silacbmenlt  visR  ba  accaptad 
Photograph  aHachmartt  in  JPEG  formes  are 
partnesibla 

Plaass  make  artictes  conciaa  kiduds  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  daiarls  of  tha  story, 
atoiig  with  a  contact  person's  address  arid 
talaphona  number 

Photograph'  tHr  1  ’  ibrnhled  alactrooically 


CHITTO,  presented  The  Colors  of  Chnstmas  Dec  3.  Shown  are 
the  participants 


Need  a  light?' 

li’Mis  said,  “I  am  (lif  li(;hl  nf  Ihf  iiiirld. 
Whiificr  liilliiMs  iiif  will  mil  «alk 
in  rlarkiii'ss  Iml  will  haif  Ihf 
lit>ht  of  life."  l.lohn  S;  1 2i 

Sim|ili  sliarf  Ihf  fiilliiw iiii;  prait-r 
with  fiod  in  Mini'  own  wonis: 

1.  I.ord.  I  admit  tliat  I  iiffd  >011. 

( I  liavf  siniu'd.i 

2.  I  want  loruisf iifss  lor  m>  sins 
anil  fi'ffdom  from  ftfrnal 

dfalh.  1 1  I  f  lu'iil.i 
.1.  I  Ilf  lif  \f  .Ifsiis  difd  ami  rosf 
Irom  Ihf  (jraif  to  fortlitf  nii  sins 
and  to  ifstorf  ni>  rf lalionship 
with  ton.  il  hflifif  in  .Ifsns.) 
4.  Il>  faith.  I  invilf  .Ifsus  Chrisl 
into  ni>  lil'f .  I  roiii  this  linif  on, 
l^'anl  to  Iiif  in  a  lo\inu  rf lalionshi|i 
with  Mini.  (I  rfCfiif  (  hrist  as 
iiii  Sai  ior  anri  I.ord. 1 

“Itul  .IS  main  as  rfi'fitfil  him.  to  Ihfin  hr  ua«f 
the  rijihl  to  bffoiiie  children  of  (iod.  c%fn  to 
those  who  twheif  in  his  name."  (John  I:l2t 
If  rou  make  a  decision  for  Christ  today,  cnntact  n 
lorsl  Snnthrrn  Uaplist  rharrh  for  spirlitjal  guidanrr. 
•  .  r 


